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March 8, 2013

RE:  House Bill No. 30 “Revise Late Registration Laws”

Chairman Arthun and Committee Members:

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT or Tribes) oppose the passage of
HB 30. a bill that would eliminate Election Day registration. It has been argued that HB 30 is
necessary to ease the burden on county offices created when individuals register to vote on
Election Day. However, the CSKT are opposed to this bill because it purports to solve this
problem by interfering with its members’ exercise of their right to vote. Specifically, it will
disenfranchise CSKT members in Lake County. which has, since at least 2006, had some of the
largest numbers of same-day registrants out of all Native American counties in this state.

According to data from Montana Secretary of State, Elections and Government Services
Division, Lake County had 283 Election Day registrations during last year’s General Election,
which was over three times the number in 2010. The 2008 General Elections had 267 Election
Day registrants from Lake County, which was over three times the number in 2006. The primary
elections follow a similar upward trend. These numbers clearly show that Election Day
registration is utilized and working in Lake County. Without Election Day registrations,
significant numbers of late registrants would have been turned away from the polls and
prohibited from voting. As these votes were critical to decide both county and national
representation, the elimination of Election Day registration would essentially mean the
elimination of many CSKT members’ votes.




The Tribes also believe that House Bill 30 is a backwards solution to the alleged problem
of same-day registration paperwork. The way in which county offices process registration forms
is not the People’s problem—it is an administrative problem. Therefore, the focus should not be
on how the People can yield their voting rights to make administrators’ jobs easier. Rather, the
focus should be on how the government can improve internal procedures and technology on their
own end to guarantee the full and unadulterated exercise of the right to vote. Putting the onus on

the People to ease bureaucratic problems is not the American way, and it is certainly not the
Montana way.

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes oppose HB 30 and strongly encourage this
Committee to not pass this bill to the Senate floor.
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Joe Durglo
Tribal Council, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes




